Fowey Town Forum

Minutes of the meeting at Fowey Community College

Tuesday 11th May 2010
WELCOME: Alison Wittamore welcomed members and representatives.
APOLOGIES: Sally Bain (SB), Nikki Mills (NM), Lisa Kelly (LK), Chris Biggs (CB),
PRESENT: Alison Wittamore (AW), Lynn Goold (LG), Anne Boosey (AB), Roger Green (RG), Andrew Rugg (AR), Bryan Boothby (BB), Rod Wharton (RW), Chris Wharton (CW), Hilda Marshall Johnson (HMJ), Linda Thomas (LT), Katie Bennett (KB)

GUESTS: Mr & Mrs Stringer
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING:  There were no amendments to the April minutes, which were agreed and signed.  The AGM minutes were also reviewed, and it was noted that in the Nominations and Election of Members, the initials RB should be RG.
MATTERS ARISING:  AW advised that Tim Light has invited representatives of the Forum to a meeting on the 18th June to discuss the Oyster Card Scheme.
CORRESPONDENCE:  There was no correspondence other than the letter from Tim Light.
TREASURER’S REPORT:  AR reported a balance of £5058.80, which included a donation from Cornwall Council for £500 and a donation from the CTA for £200.
UPDATES 

Heritage Project:  LG had nothing further to report since the last meeting, as the Government election situation had prevented any action being taken relating to the HLF funding.  The next Heritage meeting will be in 2 weeks time.
Marine Project: AW reported she had met with a developer and Ross Facey, to review the Imerys site and the project proposal.  The developer felt that the project is not financially feasible without including some residential buildings, and this would not be possible due to the site being within the dock area.  The RDA has offered to meet with the team to discuss the BREEAM regulations, but they are unlikely to relax the regulations.  AW advised that the University of Plymouth has got £25m of funding available for building a marine centre, and there is a possibility that a satellite centre could be built in Fowey as there is deep water access here.  So funding might be available in conjunction with convergence funding.  AW will explore possible opportunities in further discussions with the University, Chris Varcoe of Ecobos, and the owners of the Stationmasters House.
CTA:    BB attended a meeting on 21/4, and reported on a very interesting presentation by Patrick Brown, the Policy Officer from Lincoln County Council.  BB has received a £200 donation from the CTA, and will be applying for further funds as appropriate.  He has asked the County Council to review their policy for granting funds to groups such as the Forum.
Lostwithiel Trail: LK has been in touch with the Lostwithiel Forum, and will report back at a later date.

Parish Plan: AW advised that a working group is being set up with representatives from the Forum, the Town Council and the Chamber of Commerce. They will be meeting shortly to discuss refreshing the Parish Plan, taking into account low carbon living including sustainable energies.  The first action will be to carry out an audit of Fowey to ascertain how much energy is used and needed.  Community Energy Plus has a questionnaire which people can fill in, and they have offered to collate the results if the Forum can distribute and collect the forms. HMJ advised that to become a Transition Town we need to make a proposal and be accepted.  There has to be consultation with the community.  Mr Stringer reported that Molly King has offered him a table at the next CIC event, to publicise his low carbon initiative.  CW showed the members a Map of Discovery for St Austell, giving information on travelling around the area without a car.  LG will contact Andy Ward about getting more of these maps.
Website:   RW reported that he is changing and updating the website technology, and that 5 people will be able to have access to uploading information to the site.  HMJ asked whether there could be a renewable energy blog?  LG suggested that each project has an email address which is redirected to the relevant project leader.  AW proposed that the site could be used for the recruitment of the Heritage Project Manager.
Traffic Management: AB reported that she had spoken to the Headmaster after the AGM and asked whether the school could help with the traffic management project.  The Headmaster was very keen to be involved, and they discussed holding censuses at different times of the year.  AW raised the question of a PACT meeting, and the Forum discussed this further.  AW asked LT if she could facilitate such a meeting to talk about the need for traffic warden powers in Fowey.
Funding: The Town Council have donated £50.  LG had no further update on the HLF funding application.  It was agreed that the money that was used for the insurance would be put back into the Heritage pot.   
Any Other Business: 

· LT reported that she is waiting for the Head Scout to contact her about starting a Fowey Scout Group, now that girls are being allowed to join.
· LT gave an invitation to the Forum to visit the Lankelly Rugby Clubhouse now that it is near completion.  It was suggested that the Forum could hold a meeting there.

· CW raised that issue that it appears to be very quiet in Fowey at the moment, and LG advised that although May bookings were down, possibly due to the election and the recession, but the bookings for June onwards were looking good.  August can be quiet due to higher prices, but the problems with flights may help. 
· CW asked whether we can advertise Fowey more, and there was some discussion on this topic.  
The next meeting will be June 8th @7pm
The meeting closed at 8.40pm

